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The following article is based on re- 
porting by Philip Taubman and Leslie 
H. Gelb and was written by Mr. Taub- 

1 man. 

I Sp*ci*JtoTb»N«wYortTtm« 

! WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 — American 
officials familiar with developments in 
the Italian investigation of the shooting 
of Pope John Paul II say there is con- 
vincing evidence that the Pope’s assail- 
ant spent time in Bulgaria, and that hej 
associated with several Bulg ari a n s in 
Rome before the assassination attempt 
in May 1981. 

The officials said, however, that it 
had not been proved that the relation- 
ship between Mehmet All Agca, the 
Turk convicted of shooting the Pope, 
and Bul garians had anything to do with 
the shooting. ”- v - 

They said that most of the informa- 
tion r eaching Washington through intel- 
ligence channels had come from the 
’■“Italian Government and muds of it,wt 
’^nm, was based on stat ement s made-ty 
.hir. Agca after Ms conviction, some 
^ confirmed and others not. : 

. : United States intelligence agencies 
nan watching developments in the case! 
- cknely, according to senior Reagan Ad- ' 
"ministration officials, and are relying 
-^primarily on information provided by 
•European governments rather than 
I'£onducting a separate American invest 
’ ligation. 

rw"lt is an Italian matter and it would 
r-be inappropriate for the United States 
; jd inter fere/* a senior intelligence otfl- 
^ dal said. • •*■- •*• ■ 

„ Vibe Reagan Administration, which in 
• the past has been quick to attack what it 
p e r ce iv e s as Soviet misconduct abroad, 
•Jias adopted a wait-and-eee attitude 
»about speculation that Bulgaria and the 
"Soviet Union were involved in the assas- 
-sinatioo attempt. 

Senior Administration officials at- 
tribute the cautious posture to several 
/■ factors, including a lack at firm evi- 
•dene* and a desire to avoid increasing 
^East-West tensions. 

-• '-The State Department today dis- 
-missed charges that the Government 
bad tried to discourage journalists from 
-investigating possible Bulgarian and 
•Soviet involvement. "We are very con- 


cerned about these reports,” a depart- 
,ment statement said. “It is certainly 
not United States policy to discourage 
journalists or the Italian authorities 
-from investigating this case.” 

The Evidence of Links 
* *- American officials familiar with the 
'evidence of links between Mr. Agca and 
Bulgaria say he spent time in Sofia, the 
Bulgarian capital, in 1980, although ex- 
actly bow long and for what purpose are 

’-riot known. 

•“"Mr. Agca, who has told the Italian au- 
thorities that he received help before 
: the shoo tin g of the Pope from three Bul- 
«garians living in Rome, picked out 
^photographs of several Bulgarians 
f ro m » rnnn g dozens of mug shots, the 
. American officials said. 
iM t > Yhcy reported tb&t Mr. Agca also ac- 
j -curately described the apartment one 
l^jj# the men occupied while in Rome, i 
I’^iey said I talian investigators' 
'Searched the apartment late last year 
and confirmed Mr. Agca’s description. 
“--But the nature of Ms connection with 
"the Bul garians remains unclear. He 
Italian investigators that the three 
-Bulgarians helped him plot the assassi- 
' tuition attempt, but as far as American 
: sources know, the Italian Government 
has been unaMe to confirm tide. 

-‘-"One of the Bulgarians specified by 
Mr. Agca, Sergei L Antonov, the bead of 
•the Bulgarian national airline office in 
"Rome, was arrested by the Italian ao- 
Sthorities in November and ie being held 
•ant suspicion of complicity in the sboot- 


Accoming to uns ineory, me nuigai- 


tag. 

rr4be< 


two other Bulgarians mentioned 

by Mr. Agca, TodorS. Aivaaov, until re- 
‘tentiy the dM a c c ou ntan t cf the Bul- 
* — Embassy M Rome, -and MaJ; 

_ K. Vasilev, who also worked in 
__ embassy, are in Bulgaria. Both 
^Brve deniea any inv ol v ement in the 
Re b oo ting . r.-. : ./« ■ v v ■ 

Charge by Unten Leader 
r^ibe United State* has teemed bon 
V* Italian authorittee that Luigi Serie- 
-ciolo. an Italian union leader accuaed of , 
Spying for Bulgaria, said the three BuP] 


ians were not aware that in 
Agca, after escaping from a Turkish 
prison where he was serving a sentence 
for killing a Turkish newsp ap er editor, 
had threatened to kill the Pope when he 
toured Turkey. Later, this theory goes, 
when Mr. Agca found himself in Rome 
on a mission for the Bulgarian secret 
service, he independently plotted to kill, 
the Pope, without the support or knowl- 
edge of the Bulgarian authorities. 

The Second Theory 

Tbe other theory is that Moscow, con- 
cerned about support, Pope John Paul 
II; a Pole, might give to the the Soli- 
darity mum n movement in Poland, 
asked the Bulgarian secret service in 
1979 to find someone who couki some- 
day assassinate tbe Pope. 

American intelligence officials said 
that in 1980 and 1981, when SoUdarlty's 
influence in Poland was increasing, the 
Vatican communicated with Solidarity 
leaders frequently and gave it advice 
and other assistance. 

American officials ruled out the pos- 
sibility that Mr. Agca’s connections 
with Bulgaria were completely inno- 
cent. They saidthat because of tight se- 
curity In Bulgaria, it wan highly im- 
probable Thai ^Bulgarian authorities 
were unaware either of Mr. Agca’s 
presence in Sofia in 1980 or of Ms back- 
groundase convicted murderer. 

Administration officials expressed 
confidence in the judgment and abilities 
of Judge Dario Marietta, the Italian 
magistrate who is Investigating --the 
ease. Several mtaUigaoe officiate said 
Mr. Martblta had a reputation al an in- 




* 4 DC Central Intelligence Agency, 
^evever, baa no indep«dflat verilica- 
t&n that tbe men were ewociated with 
jjbn Bulgarian secret service, American 
Officials said, and a senior Italain Gov* 
foment official recently said that the 
Italian authorities bed no evidence of 
a co op ectioc. 

r^fatelligence analysts are working on : 
*C4ro theories to explain the Agca-Bul- 
•narian which may date 

Jraml979. '?'** . 

•"One theory is that the B ulg ari a n ae- 

*~fet service hired Mr. Agca either as an 
ymsen tn or drug-trade enforcer in an 
arrangement mat had nothing to Oo 
with tbe Pope or tbe Soviet Union. 
American officiate said that the Bulgai 
ian secret service was heavily involve 
in Illegal drug trafficking in Europe an 
Turkey. 


Much of the Administration's ^Judg- 
ment about the case is based am anfe- 
dance In Judge MarteDa.-OffidiBb«aa6 
Ms pursuit of the case, specifically the 
Bulgarian connection, indicated that 
Mr. Agca’s claims of Bulgarian involve- 
ment should not be dismissed. - . ■ 

1/ The CJ .A., according to senior intelli- 
vgence officials, remains Skeptical about 
Bulgarian Involvement. 
t Tbe Case for American Restraint 
Tbe Italian Go v ern m ent had urged 
tbe United States to urn caution in 
speaking publicly about this matter. At 
the amt time, A dministr ation officials 
acknowledged that they bad their own 
reasons for restraint. One reason, they 
said, is growing White House interest to 
a possible summit meeting between 
President Reagan and Yuri V. Andro- 
pov, the Soviet perty leader. 

Officials said there was an under- 
standing to the Administration not to 
poison tbe air with charges that might 
prevent such a meeting and that might 
pot be substantiated later. 
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